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1. In accordance with a decree of the Last German Council of inisters
of 2 Teornarv 1953, the State Commissicn for Trade and Procurement
of the Council of :linisters of the DLR (Staatliche Kommission
fuer Handel und Versorpung beim ‘iinisterrat der DiR) has been
formed.l/ The State Commission is an organ of the Council of
Ministers and will base 1ts work on the People ‘s Leconomic Plan,
as established by the Volkskammer, and on the laws, regulations
#nd decrees of the hast German sovernment.

#. The Bfate Oommission 4s to he romnosed of the fallowing:

Chairman

Daputy Chaimman

Hinigtor for Trade and Procurcsent

Hnister fqr Light Industry

State Secretary for the Foodstuffs and Licquor and Tobaceo Industries
Hinigter for Amdculture end Forestzy

State Secretariat for Procurement and Purchase of Apricultursl Produes
(Erfassung wnd Auflauf lendvirtschaftlichor Erzewzisse )

Deputy to the Minigter for Foreipn and Intermal German Trade
Doputy to the Chaimman of tho State Flanning Commission
Director of the State Adninistration for lMaterial Procurement

Prosident of the Union of Gexman Consumer Cooperatives (Verband
deutscher Konsumgenossenechaften) (VIE)

25X1A

Lore
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Member of the Cecretariat of the l'ederal Executive Committee of the
‘TOB (East Germaa rederation of Tr.de Unions)

LA

i -J

10

Mi‘?

tember of the Secretariat of the Central kxecutive Committee of the
YdsB (Farmers? Mutual Aid Assoeiation)

be afuproved by tne (,ouncll of 'Iin*vbers\ The chairman will have a seat,
and a vote in the Council of linisters and will belong to the Praesidium
of the Council of Ministers. The Ltate Commission is to meet every two
veeks: meetings are to be scheduled by the chairman or his deputy.

Said

The following are the main fuinctions and duties of the State Commissione

a. It 18 to supervise the implementation of the Peoplefs Leconomic Plan
and of all laws, regulations and decrees of the government which
affect trade, procurement, and the production of consumer goods.

b. The State Commission is responsible for coordinating and super-
ising the wrk of the Ministry for Trade and Procurement, the
Hinistrv for Light Industry, the State Secretariat for the
end TAmmor ond Tobacee Tn@atriee., and the VDK, with the idea
-1 mind of inswring that the civilian population is adequately
Lupplied with industrial and consumer goods.

e, 7The Commission will formulate plans {Perspektiven) for developing
“rade in East Germany; in doing this it will work closely with the
“rade institutes. It is ilso responsible for directing and super-
vising the Xinistry for Trade and Procuremeut and the VIK in
organizisg the exploitation (Ausbau) of Last German state and
~ooperative trade.

d. the Commission will further control and direct the formulation of
moasures designed to improve the supply, quality and varieties of
consumer goods, and to expand the bast German trade net iu “key
wvoiats of socialistic reconstruction.”

@ F'nncﬁfcv-th 21! proposals from Ministers with which the Commission
aordimatas will be handed in to the Ltate Commission. which will
-~ lhen Terward them to the Councll of liinisters.

i, “he State Commission is empowered to issue decreess and take
recesssry operative action to puarantes that the needs of the
vivilian population are met. 1f action cannot be agrecd upon,

e protlem is +o te turned over to the Council of Ministers.

Council of ¥inisters is also to be coasuvlted on any addi-

ional measures which ro beyond the limits of the Peovle’s

cooncmic lan.

Ef

7. The Commiszion is to coordinate actions taken by the VDK and the
various ministries in fulfilling their individual tasks; this
cres not mean, however, that the responsibilities of the ministries
#ad the VX are in any way limited or decreased.

it.  The chairman or deputy chairman of the Commission is comnletely respons
sible to the Council of “inisters for fwlfilling the tasks of the
Tommission and is responsitle for any decrees issved by the Comnission.
il 8 further competent to issue orders to the members of the Commission
to wvercome any shortages (Maengel) which may arise. The members of the
Zomnission are fully responsible for the work done by their offices or
ine areas over which they have jursidiction (Aufgabenbereich).

25X1X 1/ m_(_lgpg_nggt_ - The decrec was approved by the Council of ¥inisters
o pril 1953,

SEGHLT
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